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When an old man is burned alive in a sleepy ex-mining village,
Detective Chief Inspector Ryan is called in to investigate. He soon
discovers that, beneath the facade of a close-knit community, the
burn from decades-old betrayal still smoulders. When everyone
had a motive, can he unravel the secrets of the past before the killer
strikes again?

Meanwhile, back at Northumbria CID, trouble is brewing with
rumours of a mole in Ryan’s department. With everyone under
suspicion, can he count on anybody but himself?

Murder and mystery are peppered with romance and humour in this
fast-paced crime whodunnit set amidst the spectacular Northumbrian
landscape.

“LJ Ross keeps company with
the best mystery writers”
—The Times

“A literary phenomenon”
—Evening Chronicle

LJ ROSS is an international bestselling author, best known for creating
atmospheric mystery and thriller novels, including the DCI Ryan series
of Northumbrian murder mysteries which have sold over 5 million copies
worldwide.

In late 2019, Louise started a new series of thriller novels based around
the central character of ‘Dr Alexander Gregory’, whose work as a
psychological profiler takes him around the world.

Louise was born in Northumberland, England. She studied undergraduate
and postgraduate Law at King’s College, University of London and then
abroad in Paris and Florence. She spent much of her working life in
London, where she was a lawyer for a number of years until taking the
decision to change career and pursue her dream to write. Now, she writes
full time and lives with her husband and son in Northumberland.
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